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KEYS TO A SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGE
I Peter 3:1-12
A strange situation exists in society today. We have more readily available information about sex and marriage than ever before; yet we have more marital problems and divorces. Obviously something is wrong. It is not sufficient to say that God is needed in these homes, because even many Christian marriages are falling apart.
The fact that a man and a woman are both saved is no guarantee that their marriage will succeed. Marriage is something that we have to work at; success is not automatic. And when one marriage partner is not a Christian, that can make matters even more difficult.
No matter what your marital status may be, you can learn from Peter the essentials for a happy and successful marriage.


In order for a marriage to be successful, the couple needs to …

I.
Be 
 Compatible
   v. 8


“be ye all of one mind”


I Corinthians 1:10



Ephesians 4:26

“This oneness of mind does not demand the monotony of similarity, but unity in variety.”

– F.B. Meyer
II.
Be    Compassionate
   v. 8


“having compassion one of another”

Greek “symatheo” – (Eng.) sympathy


Hebrews 4:15



Romans 12:15



I Corinthians 12:25-26
III.
Be 
  Caring
   v. 8


“love as brethren”

Greek “philadelpoi” – brotherly love



Amos 3:3

IV.
Be 
  Comforting

   v. 8


“be pitiful”



Ephesians 4:32

V.
Be 
  Courteous
   v. 8


“be courteous”

VI.
Be 
  Conciliatory
    v. 9


“Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing”


As Christians, we can live on one of three levels:

1) We can return evil for good –   Satanic      level.

2) We can return good for good and evil for evil –    human
  level.

3) We can return good for evil –   divine

 level.


Matthew 5:38-42


Ephesians 5:26, 31-32


II Kings 5:1-3

These are six keys to a successful marriage – and any other relationship. May we seek to develop these attitudes in our lives until they become a consistent part of our everyday living.
